
Continued on the other side… 

Acts 2:12 And they all continued in amazement and great perplexity, saying to one another,  

"What Does This Mean?" 
 

Response Questions for, “Whose Side Are You On? - Even the dogs under the table feed 
on the children's crumbs."  The Healing of the Gentile Woman’s Daughter (Mark 7:24-30 
[Gospel Parallels – Matthew 15:21-28 {Not in Luke or John}]) 
 

Basic Ideas from Mark 7:24-30. 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
 

1. The Holy Spirit desires for us to know the enormity of God’s love.   
2. The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to love like Jesus. 
3. The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of loving without bias or prejudices. 

 
Basic Questions from Mark 7:24-30. 
 

1. How does this paragraph relate to the preceding paragraph? 
2. Why was Jesus “hiding?” 
3. Why the emphasis on her being a Gentile?  
4. What was Jesus saying in verse 27?  Is this the principle “to the Jew first and then to the 

Gentile?” 
5. Was the contrast between “child” and “dog” intentional in verse 27? 
6. What was it about the mother’s response that impressed Jesus? 
7. Why was her response “impressive?” 
8. Why did Jesus heal the little girl? 
9. Does this passage tell us anything about our persistency before God? 
10. Does this passage challenge us in our indifference toward others? 
11. What about those who are Christians, but not like us?  What about those who are 

something other than what we are?  Do we receive them and seek to serve them? 
12. When Jesus enters a house in the vicinity of Tyre, why does He try to "keep His presence 

secret"?  
13. What is odd and unconventional about the Syrophoenician woman's request? 
14. Why does Jesus answer her with what seem to be harsh words?  
15. What do His metaphors of "children" and "dogs" refer to? 
16. What does Jesus reveal here about the strategy and scope of His ministry? 
17. Why was the woman undeterred by Christ's reply?  
18. In what ways is the Syrophoenician woman a model for us? 
19. What application can we make from this text? 

 
 
The Basic Application from Mark 7:24-30. 
 

1. God is constantly breaking down man-made barriers.  He is always pushing us outside our 
comfort zone.  We are in the story.  This is not something that simply happened.  It is 
happening today, and when our children’s children retell the story it will continue to be 
applicable.  

2. How persistent are we in our pleadings before God? 
3. How indifferent are we in our sensitivity toward the unbelieving? 
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4. Perhaps you are like the father in the gospels who says, “Lord I believe, help my unbelief”?  
Let us throw ourselves at the feet of our merciful savior knowing He loves us without 
condition, accepts us without requirement, forgives us without limit, and serves us without 
reward. 

5. How convinced are we of the hope and help we can find in God?  Is He our first choice, or 
do we look elsewhere and only turn to Him when it appears all hope and help is lost? 

6. What does this story cause you to change in your thinking and/or actions? 
 
 

 

 

 

 


